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The beautiful shapes and varied structures of fossil diatoms from sediment never fail to
make a strong impression on all who see them for the first time. It is then one may begin
to take an interest in their names and what it is that distinguishes one from another. I
have put this book together in order to share the fascination that I felt when I first saw the
beauty of diatoms and made their study my life work.

This book mostly contains information on fossil freshwater diatoms found mainly in la-
custrine deposits thoughout Japan, but includes information on some recent diatoms as
well. And, since centric diatoms tend to dominate these deposits, the focus is on relatively
centric diatoms to the exclusion of many pennate diatoms. For more information on pen-
nate and recent diatoms in Japan, please refer to two previous volumes: Watanabe et al.
(2005) and Kobayasi et al. (2006).
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